et’s get this out of the way carly: Rhett Turner says there

is no doube that having Ted as a dad has helped him

E:ll.'-l. CIFTIHT o I.|||I:'|.|.|||1.'|'|1:|r_||' I;I:I:I'I'I'I'I.l‘:':'r.

“Sure, being the son of Ted Turner was very helpful,” he says
with a laugh. "He bought tons of documentaries we warched
growing up. But there were other great advantages, too. In the
carly "80s, when Public Broadcasting dropped Jacques Coustean,
[rad |:Ii-:'|-l.|.'-:1 him up and asked _J.Il.'u:’]l.u.'.'. what he wanwed w do,
Jacques immediately said he wanted o go up the Amazon, and
dad then tumed to my brother and me and asked if we waneed
to g on the Calypso with him. [t was incredible. [ can't say |
wanted o be a 4,|.::4,'|.||11.:_'r||,:|r:.' Almmaker becanse of thar, but i
was al WIS & dream.”

Turner now heads his own Adanra-based company, Red Sky
Productions, that gives him control over projects. He brings his
expertise from years at CNN to the Airm that produces docuw-
mentary films.

“When 1 worked with CHM. 1 goat the hook for |!'-|,':|r|l_r. [
hind the camera” &Y% Tuener, “When we were in Jordan |.1||:ri|'|g
the Gulf War, we'd work all day on a piece, edit it and then see
it air momenis afterward. It was very cool. My expertisc is as a
director of photography, but with documentary films, you end
|.|'|:| -I.‘Il:liI'IF ';."i'{'rj"l'li'l'll_".“

F Rhett Turner

Turner has a prartict ilar :|.|:|'_|11'|[:|.' for environmental '-l||'.~_i|.'-:'[5-.—
another infuence he rraces back o his dad. "'ve always wanted
to be antached to things thar are important,” he says.

Along with Jonathan Wickham, Turner is currently work-
ing on a detailed documentary called *Water War™ thar races the
intricacics of the warer feud between Georgia and it neighbaoring
stares. Wickham, who has been making documentarics for more
than 25 years, started his own company, ZoeTV, 13 years ago
after keaving a job at Turner Broadcasting, The two teamed up
for the Arst time a fow YEars ago to make “A 1'.'ri1|.l1_|";' for the Ares”
abour the High Museum expansion and its architeer. Renzo Pia-
et

“We've been working together on projects for four or five
years now, and the issue has been gnawing at us,” says Tumer.
“Mo one has taken it on, but we've been on it for about two years
r|||'.'.'."

The: CRperichcs has been |'|ig_;|!||:.' |.'|'|]i1;|'|!|:'|'|i|'|;-:. SAYE Tiermer.
“One of the most surprising things ['ve kearned is thar Georgia
does not have any natural lakes. 1 find it fascinating that all the
great lakes we have are man-made. How did they all get here and
'.'.'|1:.'- thar’s whar the ex Pill:r:ni-::-n in this film is abour”

Work on the Gl-minue “Warer War™ wont wrap unil
carly next summer. In between shooting, Turner and Wickham
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Are r:|ihE|r|_|; the: moncy o underwrite the ]:In:'lin:'l.'l themaselves, and
recently won a grant from the Park Foundation to help with the
oSS,

Though “War” is a time-consuming project, Tumer finds
time to Bt other jobs ine his schedule, Hes 1.1.'4|:r|-:,i|11_{ o decu-
mentarics for the Career Center, and in October went to Uganda
o work on a iilm abour rver blindness and the Cenrer's commir-
ment to eradicating the disease.

When he’s not off with his camera, Turner devotes his time
£ his EI.I11'iI:|'. i fie "II"1F~"-1:" and ".l-_l.':_':l:r--:'|||:i son Abscander, "My son
i 2 gl:-:u.‘l fisherman,” he SaYS 1:|r'-:l|.|-::||_'.'. “I'm 1 EX s hirm e as
miuch as possible. We'ne grear friends.”

And speaking of dads, Turner makes another admission: His
name is taken from the character Rhett Butler in “Gone with the
Wind."

“lts a gt movie, and Rhenr Butler was awesome!™ 5]
Turmer "F:".'l.'r}'!]'lil'lg_'. he did was Spal ol—CRCCpl fear s parcne-
ing. He really messed up that one and paid the ulimarne price for
it. Even my dad says that. What really marters in life is being a

good father”

For more infornation, pisit wove swalerianong.
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